
COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
COPELAND

Meeting date: 27 July 2020

From: Executive Director – Economy & Infrastructure

VARIATION TO WHITEHAVEN TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER 
– COACH ROAD, WHITEHAVEN

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide Members of the Copeland 
Local Committee with the background and details of a proposed 
variation to The County of Cumbria (Various Roads Whitehaven) 
(Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 2019 
following informal consultation.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The proposed amendment to the parking restrictions is designed to 
improve traffic management and parking arrangements within a key 
area; to minimise potential cases of obstruction and to maintain safe 
access and passage to vehicles, whilst preserving or improving the 
amenities of the area.

2.2 The restrictions which are proposed comply with Cumbria County 
Council’s forward plan of creating a safe and secure community, whilst 
providing a high quality environment for all.

2.3 There are no Equality implications at this stage.



3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Local Committee agree to proceed to statutory consultation 
and advertisement on the proposed amendments to parking 
restrictions on Coach Road, Whitehaven as shown on the location plan 
attached as Appendix 1 by way of a variation to The County of Cumbria 
(Various Roads Whitehaven) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic 
Regulations) Order 2019 (“the Variation Order”).

3.2 That the Local Committee agree that, subject to there being no 
unresolved objections received at the end of the statutory consultation 
and advertisement of the proposal referred to in paragraph 3.1 above, 
that the Variation Order be brought into operation, as advertised 
having taken into consideration the matters contained in Section 122(2) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Copeland Borough Council have been granted planning permission to 
construct a car park supporting 116 spaces on land off Coach Road, 
Whitehaven.

4.2 In response to the planning request, Cumbria County Councils Development 
Control Team requested that, in order to achieve the required visibility splays 
when exiting the proposed access of the car park, a section of No Waiting at 
Any Time parking restrictions (double yellow lines) should be installed to the 
extents as shown on the location plan attached as Appendix 1.

4.3 Conditions were issued by the Development Control Team that until these 
restrictions were in place it would not be possible for the car park to be used 
for its sole purpose.

4.4 Cumbria Highways highlighted that the parking restrictions would not be 
welcomed by the residents and local businesses in the area due to the loss 
of on-street parking places. Therefore an agreement was reached with 
Copeland Borough Council to allow affected residents to have spaces in the 
car park for their personal vehicles.  This has been positively received by the 
residents affected.

4.5 A private works agreement was entered into between Cumbria County 
Council and Copeland Borough Council to facilitate the works involved. 

4.6 The proposed traffic restrictions were informally consulted upon in February 
2020.

4.7 A total of two representations were received in support of proposal, detailed 
in Appendix 2 of this Report.  One comment was made in relation to the 
construction of the car park which, at this time had already been approved 
and therefore could not be commented upon. 



5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members may agree the recommendations in paragraphs 3.1 and 3.2

5.2 Members may agree that the proposals are not progressed to statutory 
consultation and advertisement.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Costs for the consultation, advertisement and installation works related to 
this variation of the Traffic Regulation Order are being funded by Copeland 
Borough Council, as per the Private Works Agreement. Future maintenance 
costs will need to be met from the Highways revenue allocation.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below, in considering whether it is expedient to 
agree to the implementation of the Traffic Regulation Order detailed in this 
Report for the reason specified at section 1(1) (a) of the 1984 Act, namely for 
avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any other road 
or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: -
(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 

premises;
(b) the effect on amenities of an area;
(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 

Environment Act 1995;
(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 

and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or 
desiring to use such vehicles; and

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.

7.3 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2  and (g), of the 
Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance 
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation act 1984, 
except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the 
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the 
appropriate member body to introduce such charges. (KB – 13.7.2020).



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 That Members of Copeland Local Committee agree the recommendations to 
assist in resolving the visibility concerns highlighted through the planning 
consultation and facilitate the opening of the car park once construction 
works are complete and agree to the recommendation set out in paragraph 
3.2 of this report.

Angela Jones
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure

July 2020



APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Location plan
Appendix 2 – Summary of Responses

Electoral Division(s): Kells and Sandwith

Executive Decision Yes*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/A*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/A*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

No previous relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers

REPORT AUTHOR

Contact: Laura McClellan laura.mcclellan@cumbria.gov.uk; 

mailto:laura.mcclellan@cumbria.gov.uk

